
 

WHAT DOES HOMESCHOOLING LOOK LIKE? 

Trying to describe the “typical” homeschooling 
family is akin to trying to describe the “typical” 
private or charter school.  People homeschool for a 
variety of reasons — from academic reasons to 
family values.  Each homeschool has its own  
educational philosophy, goals and structure.   

Regardless of the approach, homeschooling is 
much more than an educational option; it is a  

lifestyle that impacts the entire family.  Learning is 
seldom limited to a 9 to 3, 5 day a week schedule and 
almost never restricted only to the kitchen table. 

In Wake County, there are multitudes of  
opportunities for homeschoolers — from field trips to 
enrichment classes to sports to mentoring opportunities.  
The challenge for many “homeschoolers” is time for 
being at home. 

The Numbers 

In 2007-2008, there were over 38,000 
homeschools registered in NC,  
representing over 71,000 students.  In 
Wake County in 2007-2008, there 
were 3,548 home schools registered, 
with an estimated total of 7,059  
students.  

Homeschooling has been legal in NC 
since the mid-1980’s.  Homeschools 
are administered by the Division of 
Non-Public Education (NC DNPE) 
with laws similar to those governing  
private schools.  Like private schools, 
homeschools must: 

• Register with the DNPE; 

• Keep attendance and  
immunization records on hand 
for each student; 

• Operate on a regular  
basis 9 months of the year.  

Homeschools must also test each stu-
dent (7 year olds and older) annually 
with a nationally standardized test 
(not NC’s End of Grade tests).  And, 
like private schools, each homeschool determines its own educational philosophy and chooses its own 
curriculum and schedule.  Individual homeschools are limited to one family plus the students from one  
additional family.  

The Legalities 
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Book Rcommendations: 
GETTING STARTED  
HOMESCHOOLING: 

The Unofficial Guide to 

Homeschooling by  

Kathy Ishizuka 

The First Year of Homeschooling 

Your Child by Linda Dobson 

APPROACHES TO HOMESCHOOL-

ING AND EDUCATION 
Dumbing Us Down by  

John Taylor Gatto 

Family Matters:  Why 

Homeschooling Makes Sense 

by David Guterson 

Homeschooling and The  

Voyage of Self-Discovery by  

David H. Albert 

Learning All the Time by  

John Caldwell Holt 

Kingdom of Children:  Culture 

and Controversy in the 

Homeschooling Movement by 

Mitchell Stevens 

Legalities: 
Legalities, registration forms 

and statistics at the NC Division 

of Non-Public Education: 

www.ncdnpe.org  

Support Groups in the 
Triangle: 
Support groups provide a network for both 
the homeschooling family and for other 
students. 

Cary Homeschoolers: 
www.caryhomeschoolers.org 

Dayspring Home Educators: 
www.dayspringhomeeducators. 
com 

Homeschooler Explorers: 
www.homeschoolexplorers.net/ 

There are many other groups — each with 
its own vision and purpose.  To find a group 
in your area, the best option is to join an 
online support group and ask for recommen-
dations: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/
wakehsconnections 

http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/NCLoop 

http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/ 
spice-line 
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